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the field, I found that the small force under Col. Moonlight,
although making a stubborn resistance, bad been forced
back by superior numbers, and we had lost the strong posi-
tion on the west side of the Little Blue, before alluded to,
and wbere I had hoped to have held Price in check until
Gen. Rosecrans' forces came up in his rear, had circum-
stances have permitted me to remain there as I had sug-
gested the day previous. As soon as the troops could he
got into position, a gallant attempt was made to push hack
the enemy and retake the ground we had lost, when their
line was driven back nearly a mile, but tbe vastly superior
numbers of the enemy enahling them to push forward,
having flanking columns on my right and left, compelled
me to fall back in the direction of Independence. The re-
treat was conducted in perfect order, every foot of ground
being stubbornly contested, and the troops exhibiting a de-
gree of coolness in the face of an overwhelming enemy
seldom equalled.
(To be continued.)
-I
OOLONEL NATHAN BOONE.
Biography of the AdventnronB Pioneer.
' I iHERE is one name, which, whenever it is mentioned
X. among military men and old frontier men, is always
mentioned with respect, and that name is Nathan Boone.
On account of his father. Col. Daniel''Boone, of Kentucky,
the fame of the son is not as wide-spread as it should be,
nor is it such as he was justly entitled to. He was born in
Kentucky in 1782, in the settlement made by his father ;
lived there until he was grown to manhood, and then moved
to the territory of Missouri, where, at thirty years of age,
and on the 2.5th of March, 1812, he was made by the presi-
dent of the United States a captain of mounted rangers.
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These rangers, of which there were seven companies, were
raised during the war with Great Britain, for the protection
of the trontier of the United States against the Indians, and
were to serve on foot or on horseback, as the exigencies of
the service might require. He served through the whole
war, his company being made up of frontier men from Mis-
souri territory. He was promoted major of the Missouri
mounted rangers, on the 10th of December, 1813, continued
as captain in 1814, and his command was finally disbanded
when the whole army was cut down at the close of the war,
in June, 1815.
By nature, he was cool and daring, combining the supe-
rior knowledge of the white man with the cunning of the
Indian. He had the passion peculiar to his family, for the
chase, and often went off on long and lonely marches, far
beyond the most extended frontier settlements, in pursuit
of the denizens of the forest. After leaving the army, he
was sometimes employed as a surveyor, and laid off many
Indian houndaries in the territory north of Missouri ; and
sometimes as a trapper, when he indulged his love for hunt-
ing for months together. His home he moved beyond the
Ozark mountains, where, in a beautiful valley, and far in
advance of civilization, he made it cheerful and happy. ^
There he lived until the breaking out of the Black Hawk
war, when he was again called upon by the president to
serve his country in the field. A battalion of mounted rang-
ers was raised and placed under the command of Maj. Henry
^Dodge, the six companies of which it was composed being
commanded respectively by Capts.,Lemuel Ford, Benjamin
V.'Becks, Jesse B.'Brown, Jesse'Bean, Nathan Boone, and
Matthew "ÍJuncan. Capt. Boone's commission was dated
June 16,1832. This battalion rendered good service during
the Black Hawk troubles, and after the war closed it was
sent west of the Mississippi, and served in the Indian coun-
try. Here, Boone's knowledge of woodcraft was invaluable,
and he was known to be one of the ablest woodsmen that
ever belonged to the united States army. He could go to
228 ANNALS OF IOWA. [JULY,
any point in a straight line, no matter whether it was across
the prairie or through the timber, and possessed a keener
instinct than the Indians themselves. He was an extraor-
dinary man, and it is said tbat no Indian hunter excelled
bim in a knowledge of woodcraft.
In August, 1833, the battalion of rangers was reorganized
as the 1st regiment of United States dragoons. Major Dodge ''
having been promoted colonel; Stephen W, Kearney, lieu-
tenant colonel, and Richard B, Mason, major. Five of the
captains in the rangers were retained, Capt^ecks having
been discharged, and five other captains from the^ old army
appointed to the regiment ; these were Clifton Wharton,
Edwin V.'Sumner, Eustace Trenor, David Hunter, and
Reuben' Holmes.
Wbile a captain, Boone was stationed at Fort Des Moines,
and at Leavenwortb, but every summer his company made
long expeditions far out in the Indian country. He was the
favorite pioneer captain of Col, Kearney, who had the most
implicit confidence in his knowledge and sagacity. It is
related that at one time, wbile out in tbe buffalo range, sev-
eral young and entbusiastic officers started out and followed
a drove of buffalo a long distance. Tbey became separated
from the main command and from one another, and in fact,
got lost. Night came on, but still tbe young gentlemen
did not return, and all became exceedingly apprehensive in
in regard to their safety. A long night ensued, but with
the first light of the following morning, Boone was on the
trail, though in some places it had been obliterated by the
hoofs of thousands of buffaloes; and after a long search,
found tbem completely lost, and almost insane.
At another time, an officer, while in the pursuit of buffii-
loes, after riding several miles, lost his bat, but in the hurry
of pursuit did uot stop to pick it up. After shooting a
buffalo, be returned and tried to find it, but could not do so ;
and tying his handkerchief round his bead, returned to the
main body. Boone asked bim wbere he had lost his hat,
and the officer told bim it was somewhere out on the plain
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—be did not know where. As a hat at that time could not
well be replaced, it was worth looking after, and Boone rode
out, and having been gone an hour or two, returned with
the hat.
In tbe settlement of, tbe Osage Indian difläculties, in
1837, and tbose of the^Cberokees, which originated in the
death of''Boudinot aud'Eidges, iu 1839, Boone acted a con-
spicuous part.
During the Mexican war be was kept on the plains in the
Indian country, where it was thought he could be more use-
fiiUy employed tban be could further south. He was pro-
moted major iu the 1st regimeut on the 15th of February,
1847, and served as such until the 25th of July, 1850, when
he was promoted lieutenant colonel of the 2d dragooua.'^
Feeling tbat old age was wearing upon bim, and tbat be
was no longer able to keep tbe field, he resigned out of the
army, on the 15th of July, 1853, and died at bis home in
Missouri, in January, 1857, in the seventy-fifth year of his
age.
Several of the paths leading towards the Eocky moun-
tains were first traveled by parties uuder the leadership of
Boone, and he discovered many of tbe water courses and
streams along which travelers have siuce weuded their way
to the shores of the Pacific. This work has been claimed
by explorers who have visited tbe country long since his
time, and wbo have robbed bim of tbe credit wbich was due
him as a successful pioneer and noted leader ou our wide
western domain. He was a man of great modesty and sim-
plicity of character. His educatiou was quite limited, as he
lived nearly his wbole life on the frontier, away from schools
and the advantages which most other Americans possess.
He had the most uuflinching perseverance, combined witb
personal courage, aud an integrity which nothing could
shake. In personal appearance he is said to have strongly
resembled his celebrated father,—-T^aniel Booue, the first
settler of Kentucky.

